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There are special people in the world who do
special things. Dr. Umeda was one of those.
His understanding of dance used in therapy led to
his support of those wanting to do the work as well
as his own gentle presence. After the earthquake
in Kobe, he led groups of people in the shelters
in order to enable them to find strength and joy
amidst the devastation. He was certainly a strong
support to the development of JADTA. But above all,
I remember his great hospitality when my husband
and I visited Kyoto many years ago. Spending time
in his studio and meeting his family are special
memories to always keep in our hearts. Dr Umeda
will be missed by many.

I feel privileged to have met him and send my
sincerest condolences to his family, his
colleagues, and to the dance therapists of Japan
who received so much from a giant who had such

humility.
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